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                              The Marquette Radiator Cap 
 Has anyone else ever seen one of these? Is it a possible accessory radiator cap for our 

Marquettes? Randy Fehr showed me this at the meet in 

Flint last July. The “M” sure makes us tempted to be-

lieve it is. I recall that  it was marked Stant, a maker of 

caps and thermostats, on the back side. So give us some 

feedback.              (Photo by Randy Fehr). 

 

 Gasoline caps for our Marquettes are easy to find 

and cheap. But radiator caps are another story.  Want to 

know how they should look—see the cover of the July 

2006 Buick Bugle, the “Marquette Issue” of Doug Bush-

nell’s radiator shell & cap—photo by Don Holton. 

Some interchange manuals say you can interchange with 1929 Buicks. After quite a bit of dia-

log with Bill McLaughlin of the 1929 Buick Registry, the 1929 Buick caps are not going to 

work.  So, you search the swap meets to find one and chances are, the springy part that holds it 

in place is shot.  It really demonstrates the “used”  aspect of a used part. 

 

 Steve Tarbox has come to the rescue on this dilemma; but it does take some patience 

and work.  Steve’s answer was to first find a decent cap that can be used for re-plating.  Next, 

buy a  new  NAPA  (Balkamp #703-1220)  gas cap and some J-B Weld. Restore it, plate it, and 

you have a brand new cap! Have the plater protect the inside of the cap during the plating 

process; Steve said that the JB Weld held up really well. Here are the tools you will need: 

small side cutters, needle nose pliers, small automotive picks, sand paper, sand  and cutoff 

disks for a Dremel tool, and patience with a ruler. Contact Steve - mariensteve@comcast.net  

if you have questions.  His explanation of the procedures and some photos follow. 

 

Marquette Radiator Cap Restoration                             by Steve Tarbox 

 

Take your old  broken cap and carefully cut out the  pressed in, functioning part of the 
cap.  You can see a seam where the top is pressed and pinched to the inner piece 
with the mechanism of the cap.  You need to cut as close to the edge of the cap as 
you can, inside, and JUST the inner piece, don’t go through the cap.  Just score 
through the first layer.  (continued page 2.) 
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Next, take an automotive pick and side cutters 
and slowly pull the inner layer of the cap away 
from the top portion and use the side cutter 
like a can opener and you can piece out the 
inner metal and core.  Once this is done, just 
grind the sharp edge down smooth where the 
remaining ring of the inner cap is still pinched 
into the outer part of the cap (you want to 
leave the inner metal inside the Knurled  edge 
of the skin of the cap for structural integrity).  
That is all it takes for the old cap that is busted…set aside for now. 
 
Next, take the brand new $6 cap from Napa (which is actually a fuel cap for a Chevy 

C10 pickup), and pull the vent out with pliers and 
side cutters, and discard.  Now the bar looks the 
same as for the radiator cap, only it is a little bit 
higher, but that doesn’t matter, it isn’t more than a 
few millimeters taller.  This is actually the cap I’ve 
been using as a radiator  cap for a couple of 
years, but much smaller as you  see in the picture 
above. 
 
Next, cut the polished top off of the new cap com-
pletely, and trash it.  You now have the entire 
“guts” for a new cap to be JB welded into the old 

housing.  All you need to do to this inner part is cut off the outer area that is just out-
side the brass “spring” that is broke on these other caps.  Clean up the edges, sand 
the top that is going to be JB welded into the old cap (scuff the inner top of the old cap 
also, for good weld). 
 
Mix up the weld, apply inside the old cap, position the new “guts” and make sure it 
measures the same around the outside edge of the old cap ring to the round “new” 
bar that is being welded.  Let dry. The procedure took me a few hours on a cold snowy 
night.   Then send it out for chrome plating. 
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Hershey 2008 was special in terms of two 

Marquettes present and I had to miss it this 

time! We also had two members with swap 

spaces: Andy Everetts & Doug Bushnell.  

There was a short gathering of Marquette 

owners with Andy, Doug & Bill Neff at 

Andy’s booth on Wednesday and Don Holton 

stopped by Andy’s booth on Thursday. 

 

According to Don, the GM Heritage Collec-

tion had its Marquette roadster on display. 

This was a follow-up to showing it at the 

Flint, Michigan, meet in July. And, not so far 

away on a trailer, was the former Fancher se-

dan that was tragically burned just a few 

weeks after the Flint show. The new owner 

has been salvaging and reconditioning a 

number of the parts and selling them on 

eBay, so you may want to follow the listings 

or try to contact him directly about any parts 

you might need.  But be aware that the heat 

of the fire may have weakened or ruined 

many of the parts.  

 

Whenever you visit Hershey, whether it is at 

the Fall meet or not, remember that some of 

us, principally Bill Neff, have been contribut-

ing literature items to the AACA Library to 

build up its collection of Marquette refer-

ences. And you do not need to be a member 

of AACA to use the library. It has become a 

place for me to rest up from walking the big 

swap meet and spend a few hours doing re-

search in the evening when I go. 

 

The AACA collection of Marquette informa-

tion now surpasses what is at the Sloan Mu-

seum, as I had a chance to peruse the latter’s 

items last summer at the Flint meet. 

 Hershey 2008 News  Parts & Info Wanted 

 

WANTED: Bumper step plate for a roadster 

or sports coupe. Also fits early 1931 50-series 

Buick. Mike Balogh, (217) 355-1704. 

——————————————————- 

WANTED:  Hood tops, both sides, and in 

good condition. Tim Hansel, (707) 539-6515. 

——————————————————- 

WANTED: Locks & keys for the ignition,  

passenger and golf bag doors.  Fabio   Gal-

zignato, (787) 313-3030.   

____________________________________

WANTED: Randy Fehr was looking for a 

crank for his car. Can someone please send 

me a digital photo of an original crank with 

the measurements? I can then put this infor-

mation in the next newsletter. Thanks. Mike 

Balogh.  

Marquette Sales Brochure: Six Brilliant Per-

formers, full color showing original car col-

ors for all six models. One corner has been 

clipped off but content was not affected. $22 

plus shipping. Mike Balogh. (217) 355-1704. 

 

Wouldn’t it be nice to find a parts place that 

would give you lists of parts for sale for  your  

Marquette? That place is Hagen’s Hiway 

Auto Parts in Puyallup, WA. Their website is: 

www.hagensautoparts.com/catalog and their  

phone number is (253) 845-7020. They have 

ignition parts, wheel bearings, an electric fuel 

pump, hoses, and light bulbs. They are more 

expensive than NAPA for the ignition parts, 

but as I said, it is nice to find a place that ac-

tually lists Marquette parts for sale. 

     Parts For Sale 
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As I mentioned previously, since 2008 

was the 100th anniversary of GM, 

there was a lot of potential for getting 

our Marquettes out in the public eye. 

Here are some of those highlights. 

 

The October 2008 issue of Cars & 

Parts had a one-page article on GM’s 

1920s companion cars.  It quoted the 

Motorists Page of the June 1, 1929 is-

sue of the Chillicothe, Missouri Con-

stitution-Tribune, saying: the Mar-

quette was “… an exceptionally 

large car for its price class” and  that 

it was “… built along rakish lines.” 

The article also said that the new Mar-

quette was on display at the Bingham 

Motor Company there. The Cars & 

Parts article had a color photo of an 

original-looking black sedan that 

looked like it was in a museum. If you 

have any information on this car, 

please let us know.  

 

The October 2008 issue of the Buick 

Bugle had lots of photos of vehicles at 

the Flint national. Among them was a 

nice shot of Randy Fehr’s roadster and 

the engine of the Fancher’s sedan. 

 

The December 2008 issue of Hem-

mings Motor News had a photo of a 

nice coupe taken at the car show at 

Old Westbury Gardens, NY. It was  

(cont.) identified as a 1929 Mar-

quette belonging to Sal & Judy Cal-

zoneri. Unfortunately the photo was 

of a similar vintage maroon Ply-

mouth coupe. Sal, of course, has a 

sport coupe. Thanks , Sal, for  show-

ing your car! 

 

The February 5, 2009 issue of Old 

Cars Weekly had a full-page article 

of the annual Urbana Motor Muster, 

the local car show that I organize 

here in Illinois. For the last few 

years, I have featured a specific 

make of car as part of the show. Last 

year it was Buick and we covered 

every decade through the 1980s with 

over 25 cars. Our oldest was a 1908 

touring from the Chicago area. That 

owner also brought his unrestored 

1923 Buick truck.  And, of course, 

nestled among the early cars was my 

roadster. The photo below was the 

same used in the article. In the back-

ground is my friend’s 1910 Buick 

Model 10 touring. (Gerald Per-

schbacher, OCW, photo.) 

    Marquettes In The  News 
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 Registry Information 

Here is an update on the Sloan Museum in 

Flint, MI. Jeff Taylor is the Curator of Col-

lections and may be contacted at: 

jtaylor@sloanlongway.org. The museum has 

both a phaeton and a two-door sedan in its 

collection of vehicles. 

 

Welcome new member Fabio Galzignato 

from Puerto Rico. Fabio recently bought a 

roadster to accompany his other Buicks. 

 

Kathy Schoonfield has moved, her new ad-

dress is 124 Brooke Lane, Millsboro, DE, 

19966.  

 

Andy Everetts advised that the Mason-Dixon 

Chapter of the Buick Club of America has re-

formed in his area in Pennsylvania.  

 

Here in Central Illinois, I was a recent signer 

of an application to form the new Central Illi-

nois  Region of the AACA. 

 

Eugene George, the second Editor of the 

MARQ newsletter has a new  email address:  

genius65@myfairpoint.net. 

 

Future Events: 
 

July 1-5, Buick National Meet in Colorado 

Springs, Colorado. 

 

October 7-10, Annual AACA Fall Meet, Her-

shey, Pennsylvania.  Details of our annual  

Registry member meeting to be announced in 

a future newsletter.  

 

 
 

 

 

FOR SALE:  Model 37. This is a great origi-

nal car in running condition. See the August 

2008 newsletter issue for photos. Located in 

New Jersey. $11,000. Contact Kathy Schoon-

field, RogersTrailersNE@aol.com.  

____________________________________ 

FOR SALE:   Model 30,  $12,450. (Price has 

been reduced). Country Classic Cars, (618) 

635-6287, Staunton, IL. 

www.countryclassiccars.com 

____________________________________ 

 

Though not a member, Steven Yarowski of 

New Jersey advertised his Model 37 in the 

Buick Bugle and sold it soon after. Eric 

Bloch was on the ball and contacted him and 

got some information on the car as well as 

some photos.  It is a project car that will need 

a lot of work but it was in running condition. 

The new owner lives in Norway. If anyone 

has more information on the car or the new 

owner, please let us know. 

____________________________________ 

                      

Was your Marquette in a news article in 

2008? If so, give me the details and I can 

share it with the rest of the group.  

         Member & Car News 


