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    The Marquettes come back to Flint— The 2008 BCA National 

Our first registry meet with members and cars on the Buick Club of America’s national show 

field facing the Alfred P. Sloan Museum on July 19, 2008.  Members from L-R: Louis & Mil-

dred Kosbar, Jane & Randy Fehr, Scott & Mike Balogh, and Lee & Steve Fancher. Cars L-R: 

Kosbar Model 37, Fehr Model 34, Balogh Model 34, and Fancher Model 37. Nearby were the 

Sloan Museum’s Model 35 and the GM Heritage Collection’s Model 34. The Sloan Museum’s 

Model 30 was in storage. The Sloan Museum is part of the Flint Cultural Center. There are 

cars here as well as in the Buick Gallery which is a block away and where the Model 35 re-

sides. This is also where their archives are located. I was going to get a photo of just the four 

cars but with all the Marquette talk and the rain showers, it just did not happen. Three of our 

cars were at Flint in 2003. More Flint meet news inside.                          Photos by Mike Ba-
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 Was that great or what? Finally getting 

some owners and cars together again!  Until 

the time we can actually call for a Marquette 

national meet, the Buick Club of America’s 

meets can provide those opportunities for us. 

There were about 600 Buicks at Flint this 

time, down considerably from the Centennial 

meet there in 2003 with 1,700 Buicks. But, 

we did have a total of 6 Marquettes in close 

proximity and that has been long overdue. I 

am suggesting our next opportunity to gather 

will be in June 2010 in Louisville, KY. The 

AACA is holding a 75th anniversary meet 

there and it should be a good one. Not a Her-

shey event, but it will be centrally located. I 

have no details so far other than the date. 

 

 Had you car at a major show in 2008? 

Let me know so I can share the story. 

(cont.) It was a basket case that Ernst went on 

to restore over several years into a national 

winner and featured in Automobile Quarterly. 

But—Ernst was seduced by the Packard 

name and sold all 3 of his Marquettes over 

the years. This one was for sale at the  White 

Glove Collection for a couple of years but  it 

now resides with about 1,000 other vehicles 

in the GM collection.  

    Marquette News 

    Personnel Dept. 

 Kudos to Bill Neff for a great job in 

getting out a consolidated Marquette registry 

listing  in April with added bonuses like parts 

sources. This was the most comprehensive 

listing of vehicles and owners distributed  to 

owners ever! And we are still growing.  But 

make sure you let Bill know if your address 

or ownership information changes. 

 

 Two of the three cars listed for sale in 

the last issue were sold.  Kirk Bruce bought 

John Norman’s  4-Dr sedan.  And the GM 

Heritage Collection now owns a Marquette. 

This is the right-hand-drive roadster that 

Ernst Hillenbrand imported from Uruguay. 

   Parts & Tech Tips 

 Look at the next page to see the photo 

of the outside door handles on Louis Kos-

bar’s sedan. Over the years, handles were 

broken, lost and replaced. As many of you 

know, finding them for your cars is difficult. 

Bob’s Automobilia sells a handle but it is not 

the same as the Marquette one but it can be 

used. The outside handles for the open cars 

are, of course, different from those of the 

closed cars. 

 

 Waldron’s Antique Exhaust did have a 

booth at Flint and they are normally at BCA 

national shows and Midwest regional shows.  

Yes, they can make a new exhaust exhaust 

sytem for your Marquette in either regular 

steel or stainless steel. Their phone & address 

are: 1-800-503-9428 and P. O. Box C, Not-

tawa, MI 49075. Their website is located at: 

www.waldronexhaust.com 

 

 

 I thought I took the photo, but appar-

ently not. Randy Fehr has a special radiator 

cap on his roadster. It is a cast piece with the 

letter “M” embossed into it. It was made by 

Stant. Does anyone one have one of these and 

anyone know if these were an option back in 

the day? 
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More Flint News & Photos. 
 

 

 The photo on the left is of the outside door handles on Louis Kosbar’s sedan. The 

photo on the right is of the GM Heritage Collection’s newly acquired Marquette roadster. 

Click on the Adobe button to magnify this page and you can clearly see the handles in more 

detail as well as the newly applied GM Collection decal on their Model 34 windshield. 

 

  

 

 The photo on the left shows Louis in front of the  Fancher sedan, explaining some of 

the many fine points of the Marquette automobile to Mike & Randy. Mike’s roadster is in 

the foreground. Many of us did feel an obligation to patronize the kettle corn stand located 

conveniently behind the the Marquette display. The  photo on the right shows Louis ex-

plaining the fine points on his  sedan to admiring show visitors. Louis did a complete resto-

ration on his car about 20 years ago and had to replace all of the structural wood. Randy’s 

roadster is in the foreground, on the right. What a fine place to display our cars! 
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Registry Established 2006 

 

Marquette E-News Editor 

Mike Balogh, 1911 N. Duncan Rd., Cham-

paign, Il 61822. Phone: (217) 355-1704. 

mbalogh@balogh.com 

 

Technical Editor 

Bill Neff, 4425 Greenridge Lane, Harrisburg, 

PA 17112. Phone: (717) 545-5292. 

neffnews@ix.netcom.com 
 

 

 Registry Information 

___________________________________________________ 

 

FOR SALE:   Model 30,  $13,750. Country Classic 

Cars, (618) 635-6287, Staunton, IL. 

www.countryclassiccars.com 

__________________________________________ 

 

 

 

More Flint News. 
 

 After waiting several years, I made it to Flint again. It was an interesting trip because 

we caravanned the 400+ miles from Illinois with two friends hauling their 1908 and 1910 tour-

ing cars and another driving his 1950 Super sedan.  On Friday morning, we toured the GM 

Heritage Collection in Detroit, taking one of  the chartered buses.  This collection is not gener-

ally open to the public. The center displays about 200 vehicles at any one time out of the 1,000 

total.  One of the techs there said they have about 50 cars coming and going a week. They 

have lots of the concept cars and especially the prototypes and last-produced cars. My favorite 

was the huge 1911 Oldsmobile Limited touring, restored at a cost of nearly $1 million. So 

what about the Buicks? They were in a special display tent back at the Buick show. The big 

attraction was the 1938, Harley Earl designed Y-job. And in the Sloan Museum was a special 

display of who may be one of the biggest Buick collectors, Nicola Bulgari. In this display was 

a 1940 woodie once owned by Bette Davis and used in many Warner Brothers movies.  

 On Friday afternoon I was able to attend a slide show and talk by Buick historian Terry 

Dunham on the early years of GM. There was also time to visit with Bill McLaughlin of the 

1929 Buick Registry. Bill told me about a new book: Buick, The Australian Story. I just or-

dered one from the author who said it has about 8 pages on the Marquette. If you are interested 

in getting a copy, I can give you the contact information, but it will set you back about $100 

including shipping. I will highlight information from the book in a future issue.  Cars were dis-

played several days but the main, non-judged show was on Saturday. Rain was forecast and we 

got it but it went away until during the banquet when it really poured. The banquet was in a 

tent but we remained dry. The main speakers were from Buick Division and I was surprised 

that the current president of BCA made only  a quick appearance to hand out an award. No 

welcome, nothing. Perhaps public speaking is not his forte. It was a good banquet except for  

the overly loud music during dinner.  Overall, a thumbs up car meet!                 Mike 


